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C -F A R  Funding 
C ontinues for C o lle ge
In January, three College researchers 
funded by the Illinois Council on 
Food and Agriculture Research 
(C-FAR) joined other researchers 
from across Illinois in the rotunda 
of Springfield’s Capitol Building to 
show legislators the fruits of their 
research efforts.
■ Agricultural scientists from four 
state universities talked with legisla­
tors and legislative aides and lobbied 
for the continued funding of C-FAR 
projects. C-FAR funding to the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
totaled $705,563 for FY 97-98, an 
increase from $391,998 in FY 96-97 
and $163,500 in FY 95-96.
' Three new projects at CVM were 
funded by C-FAR in FY 98: Dr. 
Deoki Tripathy’s proposal to address 
novel vaccines for the PRRS virus,
Dr. John Andrews’s development of 
a Internet-accessible statewide Ani­
mal Disease Reporting System, and 
Dr. Richard Isaacson’s work on how 
E. coli causes disease in baby pigs.
£ C-FAR also is developing a pro­
posal for Strategic Research Initia­
tives (SRIs), large research projects 
coordinated among laboratories 
throughout the state. They will focus 
on five areas: swine waste and odor 
management, water quality, food 
safety and functional foods, informa­
tion management, and rural eco­
nomic development. With experts in 
food safety, infectious diseases, and 
environmental toxicology, the Col­
lege has the potential for extensive 
participation in SRI projects.
G e t an earful 
abo ut ve te rin a ry  
ca re e r c h o ic e s  
of four Illinois  
g ra d u a te s. See  
p a g e s 4 & 5.
A lu m n i H a v e  Im p o rta n t R ole  in 5 0 th  C e le b ra tio n
K2]ur College has always had a 
strong sense of family,” said Dr. 
Robert Twardock, a 1956 graduate 
of the College, a 36-year faculty 
member in veterinary biosciences, 
and the chair of the 50th anniversary 
celebration committee. “We wanted 
to suggest that closeness with the 
motto ‘Heart, Vision, Voice,’ and 
we hope alumni get involved in 
anniversary activities.”
The kick-off for the celebrations 
will take place at the Annual Fall 
Conference for Veterinarians, to be 
held October 15 and 16 at the Col­
lege. “We’re expecting everyone to 
come this year,” said Dr. LeRoy 
Biehl, Fall Conference coordinator 
and head of the office of Continuing
\ t * *
Education-Public Service/Extension. 
“In addition to a super program put 
on by Illinois graduates, we’re plan­
ning a very special Thursday night 
banquet. Look for a mailing this 
summer that will invite you to send 
photos and brief reminiscences that 
can be shared during Fall Confer-
Even before Fall Conference, the 
festivities will begin with the unveil­
ing this summer of a new look for 
Veterinary Report, the publication of 
a 16-month commemorative calen­
dar, and creation of a special display 
for the state fair exhibits. Alumni are 
encouraged to help educate the pub­
lic at the Springfield or DuQuoin 
state fairs. Call Kimberly Meenen at 
217/333-2762 to volunteer.
Culminating the year will be a 
gala in conjunction with the annual 
Open blouse on April 10, 1999. The 
day will include a lunch and auction, 
noted speakers on the importance of 
animals in human lives, and a recep­
tion, banquet, and dance. Mark your 
calendar and plan to get involved in 
the fun all year long! H
O p e n  H o u s e  B le n d s  S c ie n c e  and S oul
The College’s annual Open blouse 
was held April 4, offering thousands 
of visitors an inside look at the art 
and science of veterinary medicine. 
This year’s award-winning exhibits/ 
demonstrations were: basic sciences, 
pathology; large animal, equine 
surgery and anesthesia; small animal, 
wildlife; and demonstrations, farrier.
The students worked very hard to 
show off the profession to advantage. 
Mark your calendar for next year’s 
Open House on April 10, 1999, and 
for the 50th anniversary celebrations 
that will also be held that day in 
Urbana.
Thanks to the following organiza­
tions for financial support of 
Veterinary Medicine Open House:
Abbott Laboratories 
Chicago Veterinary Medical 
Association
Eastern Illinois Veterinary 
Medical Association 
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
IAMS Company
Illinois State Veterinary Medical 
Association
Mississippi Valley Veterinary Medical 
Association
Northern Illinois Veterinary Medical 
Association 
Pet Products Plus 
Ralston Purina Company 
Ul College of Veterinary Medicine 
Ul College of Veterinary Medicine 
Alumni Association 
Waltham Brand Partners
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A  V is io n  for the  Fu tu re  
5 of the  Profession BY DR.TED VALLI
The rapid growth in veterinary 
dentistry illustrates the potential 
fo r  offering new services. As one 
practitioner has pointed out to me, 
you can spay a cat only once, but 
you can provide dental care 
throughout its lifetime.
E ]  he leadership of organized veterinary medicine recently learned a lesson about 
vision: when you want to set your sights on the future, you don’t look in the mirror.
An exciting project now under way will look beyond the traditional parameters 
of practice to gather data crucial to the growth and development of the profession. 
Pooling the resources of North Americas three major veterinary organizations— the 
American Veterinary Medical Association, the American Animal Hospital Association, 
and the Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges—a large, nationwide 
survey will examine the current and potential demand for veterinary services in a wide 
array of professional occupations.
Before embarking on this forward-looking effort, however, we had at first taken an 
inward gaze limited to the conventional boundaries of veterinary practice. It began as 
an issue of “supply and demand,” a manpower study comparing the number of new 
graduates against very conventional parameters. The study was first proposed in 1996, 
when I was serving as AAVMC president-elect. At that time, there was a perception 
that the market could not support the number of new DVMs graduating each year 
and that perhaps closing of veterinary schools was in order.
The thinking then focused on the numbers of veterinarians in practice, not on the 
demand for veterinary medical services. Through discussions among the organizations 
over the past few years, the thinking has evolved. Today, we are poised to conduct a 
study that looks not only at the areas of companion animal and food animal health 
but also at food safety, disease transmission, biotechnology, comparative medicine, 
and environmental health and safety.
Rather than take the approach that the economics of veterinary practice 
can be explained entirely by the number of animals divided by the number 
of practices, we are looking at the ways veterinary services are delivered.
We want to answer questions such as, what are the characteristics of a 
successful practice? And, how can we instill these characteristics in 
tomorrow’s veterinary students? The veterinary schools felt strongly 
that the new survey should follow along the lines of the Pew initiative of 
10 years ago, which set the stage for current developments in veterinary 
curricula and planning.
In small animal practice, demand for services will grow with an 
expected shift from the traditional objectives of immunizations, neutering, 
and treatment of illness and injuries to a goal of general wellness from the cradle to the 
grave. Because four-fifths of the 55,000 DVMs in this country are small animal practi­
tioners, innovations in this area can bring tremendous opportunities for revitalizing the 
field. Analysts in the commercial pet food industry have estimated that veterinarians 
are tapping only about 20 percent of the potential market for their services in the 
companion animal area.
At the annual meeting of the Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association, Dr. Marty 
Becker shared his vision of a small animal practice that serves the client from selecting 
the appropriate companion animal through assisting in behavioral as well as medical 
care. In this context, the practitioner presents clients with an array of service options 
and does not presume that animal owners will choose the least expensive.
The large animal area has evolved from the diagnosis and treatment of disease to 
a herd management approach that relies on computer-derived informatics to ensure 
efficiency in animal production systems. Indeed, telemedicine technology now allows 
swine consultants and others to provide interpretations from a remote site, without 
even touching an animal. The Executive Veterinary Program developed at this College 
for swine practitioners has helped lead the way in a management approach to food 
animal practice. The new survey will address questions about the future of veterinary 
involvement in production animal agriculture.
In the areas of both large and small animal practice, we are becoming a health 
profession that promotes human and animal welfare and the safety of food supplies.
But there are numerous additional practice opportunities for veterinarians with sound 
training in biomedical principles, infectious disease prevention and control, flexible 
problem solving, and management. To open new avenues of practice, we need to 
increase exposure of our students to veterinarians working outside of large and small 
animal practice. For a few examples, read the profiles on pages 4 and 5.
And we need to gather the data that will enable us to mold the curriculum to prepare 
our graduates to serve not only in the traditional areas of clinical practice but also in 
the burgeoning areas of public practice. It is a credit to our three organizations that we 
are now firmly focused on a visioning approach to the future rather than peering into
the i
Dates to Remember
June 9,1998— Illinois Outdoor Swine Expo, 
Dixon Springs Agricultural Center, Simpson, 
III. Call Dr. Larry Firkins, 217/333-2907.
June 18,1998— Swine Consultant Seminar, 
Springfield, III. Call Dr. LeRoy Biehl, 
217/333-2907.
July 26,1998— AVMA Alumni Reception, 
Baltimore, Md. Call Beth Erwin, 
217/333-2762.
August 14-23,1998— UICVM/ISVMA 
Veterinary Medicine exhibit at the Illinois 
State Fair, Springfield, III. August 29- 
September 7,1998— Veterinary Medicine 
exhibit at the DuQuoin State Fair, DuQuoin, 
III. Spend a few hours educating the public 
about veterinary medicine, then enjoy the 
fair. To volunteer, call Kimberly Meenen, 
217/333-2762.
September 12,1998— Dean’s Club Tent 
Party, Illinois vs. Middle Tenn. State, Cham­
paign, III. Call Beth Erwin, 217/333-2762.
September 16-18,1998— Executive 
Veterinary Program in Small Animal Health 
Management, Urbana, III. Call Dr. Lydia 
Miller, 217/333-2907.
October 2-4,1998— Introductory Equine 
Nuclear Medicine Workshop, Urbana, III. 
Call Dr. A.R.Twardock, 217/333-6507.
October 7-9,1998— Fourth Executive 
Veterinary Program in Swine Health 
Management, Urbana, III. Call Dr. Larry 
Firkins, 217/333-2907.
October 15-16,1998— Fall Conference for 
Veterinarians with special 50th Anniversary 
Kick-off, Urbana, III. Call Dr. LeRoy Biehl, 
217/333-2907.
October 17,1998— Fall Conference Tent 
Party, Homecoming game, Illinois vs. 
Wisconsin, Champaign, III. Call Beth Erwin, 
217/333-2762.
December 9,1998— Illinois Swine Health 
Conference, Springfield, III. Call Dr. Larry 
Firkins, 217/333-2907.
February 5-7,1999— 117th Annual 
Convention of the Illinois State Veterinary 
Medical Association, Springfield, III. Call 
Eve C. Larocca, 630/892-2321.
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G e n o m e  R e se arch  
at U rba na  C a m p u s 
G e ts  a Boost
A new multidisciplinary center 
designed for state-of-the-art genome 
research at the University of Illinois 
will become operational by the fall 
1998 semester thanks to a $1.25 
million grant from the W.M. Keck 
Foundation of Los Angeles.
The W.M. Keck Center for Com­
parative and Functional Genomics 
will be located in the Edward R. 
Madigan Laboratory, 1201 W. 
Gregory, Urbana. The Keck Founda- 
tion grant will be used to purchase 
seven automated DNA sequencers, 
advanced computers, and other 
equipment to aid in comparative 
and functional genome analyses.
The center will benefit the work 
of more than 30 researchers and 
numerous students from the College 
of Veterinary Medicine; the College 
of Agricultural, Consumer and 
Environmental Sciences; the School 
of Life Sciences in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences; the College 
of Medicine at Urbana-Champaign; 
the Beckman Institute for Advanced 
Science and Technology; and the 
National Center for Supercomputing 
Applications.
In addition to the Keck grant, 
the center is being launched with 
$526,000 of University funds and 
a grant from the Illinois Council 
for Food and Agriculture Research 
(C-FAR).
G rie f H elp lin e  R e a ch e s N e w  A u d ie n c e s , 
F inds N e w  S u p p o rte rs BY CAREY CHECCA
0 s more of the animal-owning public learns about the 
College s companion animal grief helpline, second-year veteri­
nary students who staff the phone service have been busy 
answering calls from grieving pet owners from as far away as 
Tennessee.
An article issued through the College’s weekly pet column, 
entitled Where Do I Go When My Horse Dies?” and written 
by VM-3 Theresa Fuess, was published in the newsletter of 
the National Hoofed Animal Association and in newspapers 
across Illinois. The article, which is available on-line at 
www.cvm.uiuc.edu/CEPS/index.html, described the services 
offered through the Companion Animal Related Emotions 
(C.A.R.E.) helpline. As a result of this article, students have 
helped horse owners find ways to deal with their grief and 
memorialize their beloved horse, and have sent stacks of brochures to horse- 
only veterinary practices.
The regional chapter of the Illinois Dog Groomers Association has also 
requested C.A.R.E. brochures. “Many times pet owners will call their groomer 
to say their pet won’t be coming in any more,” said VM-2 Julia Brannan, 
who pushed to start a helpline at Illinois. “Many groomers want to have our 
brochures on hand to share with their grieving clients.”
The C.A.R.E. Helpline has also caught the attention of IAMS Company, 
a national pet food manufacturer. “IAMS is funding the helpline for a year 
with $5,000, Brannan said. “They’ve also invited us to their summer training 
session for helpline staff from across the country.”
The Chicago Veterinary Medical Association’s Human-Animal Bond 
Committee presented the C.A.R.E. Helpline with a stained glass replica of 
the C.A.R.E. logo at the February ISVMA convention. This CVMA group 
had advised and encourage the establishment of a helpline at Illinois and has 
been impressed by the excellent work the student-volunteers are doing.
Grieving pet owners are encouraged to call the C.A.R.E. Helpline at 
217/244-CARE and leave a voice mail message anytime requesting informa­
tion or asking to have a volunteer return their phone call. Students will return 
phone calls on Tuesday and Thursday nights between 7 and 9 p.m. There is 
no charge for this service, but long-distance calls will be returned collect. 
Information is also available via the Web at C.A.R.E.S Web site— 
www.cvm.uiuc.edu/vcmweb/care/grief2. h tm.
Veterinarians and others in companion animal-related professions may 
request brochures for distribution at their practice by calling the Helpline 
or writing to: C.A.R.E. Helpline, University of Illinois, College of Veterinary 
Medicine, 2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. ■
Dr. Allan Paul (right) 
explains a variety of 
swine parasites to 
high school students.
V et Med R ecruiting “Plays in Peoria”
As many as 800 high school students, 
most with a farm background or 
interest in agriculture, were exposed 
to techniques used in veterinary 
medicine at the annual Pork Expo 
in Peoria, Illinois, in February. Dr. 
Larry Firkins, swine Extension vet­
erinarian and head of the Veterinary 
Research Farm, coordinated the 
College’s exhibit at the morning- 
long Youth Challenge. Drs. Allan 
Paul and Dan Damman, with
Continuing Education-Public 
Service/Extension; Dr. Jim Hixon, 
from Academic and Student Affairs; 
and VM-4 students David Eckiss, 
Loy Hosselton, Jill Janssen, April 
Paulman, and Enrique Schcolnik 
demonstrated telemedicine and 
ultrasound technology, veterinary 
surgery, parasitology, and radiology 
and distributed information about 
admission to the College.
G ra d u a te  S tu d y 
O p p o rtu n ity  in 
M icro bio lo gy
A fellowship training grant in sup­
port of new graduate students in the 
area of infectious disease has been 
awarded to the Department of Vet­
erinary Pathobiology and the Center 
for Zoonosis Research and Infectious 
Diseases by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. This prestigious award 
will further strengthen the College’s 
emphasis in the area of infectious 
disease. The students’ focus of study 
will be on host-pathogen interactions 
and molecular biology. Applicants 
must be U.S. citizens. For more 
information, call Dr. Richard 
Isaacson, assistant head of the 
department, at 217/333-7825.
Drs. Emil and Mary Baukert (at right) 
present a stained glass rendering of 
the C.A.R.E. Helpline logo to Dr. Jo Ann 
Eurell and Julia Brannan, VM-2. Dr.
Emil Baukert crafted the rendering.
C o lle ge  and 
A p p lica n ts  G et 
A cq u a in te d  th rou gh 
R e cru itm e n t P rogram
The annual student recruitment pro­
gram brought more than 150 invited 
applicants and their families to the 
College on March 5 and 6. On the 
first day, applicants took part in the 
structured interview process and 
later attended panel discussions on 
areas of veterinary practice and din­
ner at the Illini Union. The next day 
visitors listened to a program detail­
ing tradition and opportunities at 
the College, lunched amid booths 
touting the many student organiza­
tions, and were treated to a guided 
tour of the Basic Sciences and clinic 
buildings.
More than 100 applicants from 
Illinois and 37 non-resident appli­
cants attended the program. Accord­
ing to Dr. Gerald Pijanowski, 
interim assistant dean of Academic 
and Student Affairs, the mean grade- 
point average of the invited appli­
cants was 3.65, with science GPA of 
3.6. On the Graduate Record Exami­
nation, the Illinois applicants had a 
mean score at the 66th percentile, 
while the out-of-state applicants 
scored at the 77th percentile. Eighty 
of the 100 slots for the Class of 2002 
are designated for Illinois residents.
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Broad H orizons
Illinois D V M s C h o o s e  C a re e rs  O u ts id e  
La rge  or S m all A n im a l P ra c tic e BY CAREY CHECCA
knew that four years of veterinary school thoroughly prepares Illinois graduates to be great 
small and large animal veterinarians. A veterinary education also opens doors to many other careers. 
Illinois veterinarians are involved in everything from treatments for biological weapons to animals 
in space, from explanations of new drugs to international guidelines for food safety.
And whether they circle the globe or work from their own home, they all draw on their veterinary
training.
For C hief D VM  at N A S A , Eve n  th e  S k y  Is N ot th e  L im it
Q oseph Bielitzki, DVM, MS, be­
lieves that “the DVM degree pre­
pares you to do anything you want 
at any place on the planet—or off it.
Dr. Bielitzki is especially qualified 
to make that statement. His career 
path has taken some unforeseen 
turns and led him to his current po­
sition as chief veterinary officer for 
NASA. Along the way he’s come to 
grips with ethical issues in veterinary 
medicine, drawn upon the values 
instilled at Illinois, and developed 
sound advice for those entering the 
field.
“When I started veterinary school, 
I intended to go into small animal 
practice, but by the time I gradu­
ated, I was set on a career in zoos,” 
he said, noting the good preparation 
he got through Dr. Thomas Burke’s 
course in exotics. “I got a job at the 
Topeka Zoo after graduation in 
1976 and became the eighteenth 
full-time zoo veterinarian in the 
country.”
“The profession becomes 
as much a part o f  you 
as your first name. ”
After two years at the Topeka Zoo 
he accepted a position as the clinical 
veterinarian at the University of 
Washington Regional Primate Re­
search Center. Six years later he went 
into private practice “to prove that I 
could be a ‘real’ veterinarian.” But 
the challenges and rewards of pri­
mate medicine drew him back to 
that arena. He rejoined the Univer­
sity of Washington as a laboratory 
animal veterinarian specializing in 
primates in 1986 and later moved to 
the Yerkes Primate Center at Emory 
University as associate director for 
research resources.
There Dr. Bielitzki became known 
as an expert on diarrhea in primates. 
“Diarrhea is the leading cause of 
death in the research primate popu­
lation,” he said, “so it was up to me
to find a way to reduce the morbidity 
and mortality of the animals under 
my care. In both human and nonhu­
man primates, it is common to have 
enteric disease with no abnormal 
flora causing it. Most often these 
cases are stress related and arise from 
the social situation, from being at 
the low end of the totem pole.”
He is also known for his role in 
clarifying transportation, quaran­
tines, and importation requirements 
for non-human primates after the 
Ebola crisis of 1989.
Now with NASA at Ames Research 
Center in California, Dr. Bielitzki 
does administrative work, such as 
reviewing protocols and ensuring 
regulatory compliance. He helped 
author NASA’s bioethical principles 
for using animals in research. He 
also worked closely with the space 
shuttle crew that in April took— 
among other things— 192 rodents,
30 swordtails, 4 toadfish, assorted 
snails and crickets, and a veterinarian 
into orbit for 17 days.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
D VM  D egree and the  
M ilita ry P repared H im  
to B a ttle  V iru se s
Q o u  will 
never know 
what life will 
hold for you,” 
said Michael 
Kastello,
DVM, PhD, 
Executive 
Director of 
Research Resources at Merck & Co.,
Inc. Dr. Kastello had planned to go 
into a mixed practice of small animals 
and horses after graduating from 
Illinois in 1970, but the Vietnam 
War changed his plans.
Like many college students at 
the time, Dr. Kastello had a student 
deferment which expired when he 
finished his undergraduate work.
Shortly after he entered veterinary 
school, his number was called.
“A  veterinarian in practice gathe 
a large amount o f  information, 
sorts it out, and comes to 
a logical conclusion, a diagnosis.. 
These skills are useful in a 
variety o f  other careers. ”
“I really wanted to finish veterinary 
school,” Dr. Kastello said, so he 
agreed to enter the U.S. Army 
Veterinary Corps through the Early 
Commissioning Program after 
graduation. Then, in his senior year, - 
he and his Army recruiter worked 
out another deal: sign up now, 
commit to three years on active duty, j 
be sworn in a second lieutenant, get 
a monthly stipend until you finish 
school, and get a preferential assign­
ment. Most military veterinarians are 
assigned to food safety and sanitation 
positions. Dr. Kastello choose to 
work in research and development.
After graduation he was assigned 
to Fort Detrick, Maryland, and 
worked on defense against biological | 
weapons. He and other scientists 
were using animal models to diag­
nose, prevent, and find treatments
One of very few Americans to have visited secret Russian military installations,
Dr. Joseph Bielitzki spent January 7, 1997, 100 miles south of the Arctic Circle on a 
joint U.S./Russian field recovery mission. The tent at left covers the Bion II capsule, 
which carried two Rhesus macaques in space for 14 days. The air temperature that 
day was -36° Celcius.
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for infections with biological agents 
or high-hazard viruses such as Ebola 
and Korean Hemorrhagic Fever.
“It was not until the early 1970s 
that it was determined that Korean 
Hemorrhagic Fever was caused by a 
virus,” Dr. Kastello said. “Infectious 
diseases were the largest cause of 
casualties in U.S. and enemy troops 
in Korea.”
Three years later and still on active 
duty, Dr. Kastello went to Baylor 
College of Medicine, Houston,
Texas, and earned a PhD in physiol­
ogy. He returned to Fort Detrick in 
1976, working on safety evaluation 
of anti-viral compounds until late 
1980. Dr. Kastello was part of the 
team that worked with ribavirin, a 
drug later shown to have a therapeu­
tic effect for Korean Hemorrhagic 
Fever and Respiratory Syncytial 
Disease. He became a Diplomate of 
the American College of Faboratory 
Animal Medicine in 1979.
Dr. Kastello, who left active duty 
as a major and reserve duty as a lieu­
tenant colonel, said “I had a wonder­
ful experience in the military: I did 
'» research and I worked with people 
on the cutting edge of high-hazard 
V virus research. I even had the oppor­
tunity to be considered for training 
y as a space shuttle astronaut.” 
y . Dr. Kastello was then hired by 
Battelle Memorial Institute, the 
largest independent contract research 
y organization in the United States, as 
f the program manager for Battelle’s 
t contract with the National Cancer 
Institute. He worked with laborato- 
li ries across the country to assess the 
; safety or toxicity of anti-neoplastic 
and anti-AIDS drugs. He reviewed 
the data coming from the labs, 
monitored the completion of the 
study reports, and presented the re­
ports to NCI. During this time, Dr. 
i.’ Kastello became board certified by 
the American College of Toxicology.
As Battelle’s contract with the NCI 
was ending, Dr. Kastello left Battelle 
' and joined Merck & Co.’s Fab 
Animal Resources Department.
Ten years later, Dr. Kastello is the 
Executive Director of Research Re­
sources and the Institutional Official 
for animal welfare. He has diverse 
responsibilities for support of drug 
, discovery and development at the 
Merck Research Faboratories.
Among other things, he is account­
able for the use of all laboratory 
animals at Merck: from the day-to- 
day care of animals, to confirming 
that Merck programs comply with 
local, state, and federal regulations 
concerning the humane treatment 
of animals, to advising researchers 
on experimental design, appropriate 
species, and techniques for taking 
samples.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
D VM  and M PH Form  T ic k e t  to  S w itze rla n d , 
International P ublic  H ealth  Position
|]J]ichael McElvaine, DVM, MPH, 
spends his days in Washington,
D.C., at the USDA’s Office of 
Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit 
Analysis reviewing major US DA 
regulations that directly affect human 
health, safety, and the environment. 
Yet, when he checks the box for 
occupation on survey forms, he 
always checks veterinarian.
“I will always view myself as a vet,” 
he said.
When Dr. McElvaine graduated in 
1976, he had no idea that his career 
would take off in the many different 
directions that it has: “I came out of 
school and thought the only oppor­
tunities in front of me were practice 
and academia.”
Dr. McElvaine spent nine years 
practicing in various settings— small 
animal, equine, and dairy—but he 
wasn’t happy or challenged in the 
work.
“When I decided I needed to 
look at other options, I called Uncle 
Erv—Dr. Small. I think he knows 
everyone and has seen everything; I 
knew that he had talked with other 
people who were looking for new 
career directions,” Dr. McElvaine 
said.
*Illinois gave me a good ' 
strong veterinary and  
basic science training  ”
After talking with Dr. Small and 
some of the people he had recom­
mended, Dr. McElvaine ended up 
at the School of Public Health at the 
University of Minnesota.
“I didn’t have a complete apprecia­
tion of what I was getting into,” Dr. 
McElvaine said. “A master’s in public 
health proved to be a very useful, 
generalist degree. It’s applicable across 
many different fields.” He was also 
concerned about returning to school 
after so many years. These concerns 
proved to be unnecessary. “I found 
I could perform at a level with the 
best of my classmates. It was a great 
experience.”
After finishing his MPH, Dr. 
McElvaine joined the USDA’s 
Veterinary Biologies program as a 
biologies specialist inspecting animal 
vaccine manufacturing facilities and 
records. (Later, as a biologies epide­
miologist, he started developing a 
database and response program for 
consumer reports that incorporates 
reports made to the manufacturer 
with reports made directly to the 
USDA.)
In 1989, McElvaine changed jobs 
again: he started work at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
as an Epidemic Intelligence Service 
Officer with the Childhood Lead 
Prevention Program. His research 
there included investigations with 
the Chicago and St. Louis depart­
ments of public health that were 
published in leading medical journals.
Being an EIS Officer opened doors 
in his career that Dr. McElvaine 
never expected. He has had the good 
fortune to meet and work with Dr. 
Jim Steele, who is considered by 
many to be the father of veterinary 
public health. He was recruited 
to work in the USDA’s Office of 
Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
“My veterinary education 
gave me a wonderful general 
education in medicine.
I f  you can understand 
how things work in animals, 
you can understand how things 
work in humans. ”
An Im p a ct on 600 ,0 00  P a tients—  
W ithout Lea ving  H e r H om e
Q ebecca Schilling’s commute to 
work is under two minutes: at her 
home in the mountains of North 
Carolina, Schilling, DVM, MPH, 
works as a freelance medical writer. 
She brings together clinical trial data 
and insights about anatomy and 
physiology to create continuing 
education materials for physicians 
and veterinarians and sales materials 
for pharmaceutical companies.
“My veterinary education gave me 
a wonderful general education in 
medicine,” Dr. Schilling said. “If you 
can understand how things work in 
animals, you can understand how 
things work in humans. It also 
taught me how to think scientifically 
and medically and find the informa­
tion my clients need.”
Schilling has pooled her veterinary 
medical education and her knowl­
edge and experience in public health 
to create Corporate Science, Inc., a 
consulting company that helps create 
multi-media instructional programs 
on a wide variety of veterinary and 
medical topics for veterinarians and 
pet owners as well as physicians, 
nurses, patients, and pharmaceutical 
sales representatives.
Her move from veteri­
nary medicine to public 
health was a natural tran­
sition. After graduating 
from Illinois in 1982,
Schilling worked at the 
Centers for Disease 
trol and Prevention as 
epidemiologist in 
ronmental health and 
some small animal relief 
work. In 1986, Dr. Schilling earned 
her Master of Public Health degree 
at Emory University in Atlanta, 
Georgia, where she gained valuable 
experience in statistics and data 
analysis.
After six years at CDC, Schilling 
started her own consulting business, 
Corporate Science, Inc. She is the 
sole employee. Now 10 years old, 
Corporate Science has written CD- 
ROM, video, and audio scripts as 
well as print training programs for 
some major players in the pharma­
ceutical industry and other organiza­
tions. Clients have included Glaxo 
Wellcome, Novartis, Upjohn, 
Schering-Plough, and Parke-Davis 
as well as CDC and the World Bank.
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Research Projects Funded Between Septem ber 1, 1997, and January 31, 1998
GENERAL
Beasley VR, Dodge Gr Foundation Inc., $50,000, Envirovet: Intensive Educational Programs in Wildlife 
and Ecological Health
Beasley VR, U S Environmental Protection Agency, $1,299,991, Environmental Factors that Influence
Amphibian Community Structure and Health as Indicators of Ecosystem Integrity
Cooke PS, National Institutes of Health, $155,315, Mechanism of Estrogen Action in Uterus and
Docampo R, McLaughlin GL, Lu H, Li Z, Furuya T, NIH, $199,004, Calcium and pH Homeostasis in 
Pneumocystis carinii
Hess RA, NIH, $96,796, Microtubules in Testicular Toxicity of Carbendazim (Subcontract with 
University of California)
Hoyer LL, NIH, $96,420, ALS Gene Family of Candida albicans
Li J, NIH, $114,261, Biochemistry of Egg Chorion Tanning in Mosquitoes
Schantz SL, EPA, $93,427, Development Effects of Fish-Borne Toxicants in the Rat (Subcontract with 
Health Research, Inc.)
Schantz SL, NIH, $88,379, Developmental Effects of Fish-Borne Toxicants in Rats
Smith RD, USDA, $13,780, Animal Production and Food Safety Handbook-Development of an
Electronic Self-Study Guide
Tripathy DN, USDA/HATCH, $13,000, Avian Respiratory Disease: Pathogenesis, Surveillance, 
Diagnosis and Control
Troutt HF, Parkland College, $28,018, Parkland College Veterinary Technology Program 
Whittem EL, Upjohn Co., $52,353, Residency Program
SMALL ANIMALS
Ehrhart N, Johnson AL, Smith CW, Companion Animal Grant/CAMF, $3,500, Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging for Anatomic Evaluation of Growth Plates and Prediction of Growth Abnormalities Following 
Physeal Trauma
Ehrhart N, Smith CW, Pijanowski GJ, Companion Animal Grant/Wheaton, $5,000, Evaluation of a 
Disposable Skin Stapler for Small Intestinal Anastomosis in the Dog
McKiernan BC, Messick JB, Companion Animal Grant/CAMF, $2,500, Evaluation of Saccomanno Cell 
Transport Fluid Media for Canine Bronchoalveolar Lavage Samples
Pijanowski GJ, Johnson AL, Pfizer Inc, $53,537, Efficacy of Carprofen at Different Dose Regimens- 
Supplemental No. 2
Pijanowski GJ, Johnson AL, Pfizer Inc, Post-Operative Efficacy of New Non-steroidal Anti­
inflammatory Drugs
Solter PF, A.G. Bayer, $119,990, Validation of Neuroendocrine and Renal Function Tests for Use in 
Therapeutic Dose Trial of Ecadotril in Dogs
Solter PF, A.G. Bayer, $218,361, Evaluation of Ecadotril as a Single Therapeutic Agent for the 
Treatment of Congestive Heart Failure (CHF) Induced by Rapid Pacing in Dogs-Clinical Pathology 
Testing
Tranquilli WJ, Grimm KA, Pfizer Inc, $12,371, Antinociciptive Duration of Medetomidine, Butorphanol, 
and Medetomidine-Butorphanol in Dogs at Subanesthetic Levels of Isoflurane
EQUINE
Paul AJ, Hutchens D, Pfizer Inc, $75,205, Confidential Clinical New Animal Drug Trial 
PORCINE
Gross DR, Medtronic Heart Valves Inc., $9,922, Comparison of the Medtronics-Hall and Parallel 
Prosthetics Heart Valve In vivo', A Pilot Study
Isaacson RE, National Pork Producers Council, $30,004, Affect of Feed Withdrawal on the Shedding 
of Salmonella Typhimurium by Swine
Zuckermann FA, NPPC, $32,538, Cellular Immune Response to Inactivated PRRS Vaccines 
RUMINANTS
Troutt HF, USDA/Food Safety Inspection Service, $299,144, An Electronic Identification System as 
a Key Component in HACCP Plans to Reduce Foodborne Pathogens in Non-Fed Beef
C a nine  C a n c e r T ria ls
The University of Illinois Veterinary 
Cancer Care Clinic is currently 
looking for canine lymphoma and 
osteosarcoma patients to participate 
in clinical trials. They are random­
ized, double-blind, placebo-con­
trolled trials of a novel anticancer 
agent. This anticancer drug is an 
oral, once-a-day formulation.
Dogs with Stage Ilia or IVa 
lymphoma (generalized lymphaden- 
opathy with or without liver/spleen 
involvement) are eligible for the 
lymphoma trial. Dogs with bone 
marrow or extranodal involvement 
(Stage V), hypercalcemia (Substage 
b), or other life-limiting conditions 
or that have had any steroids before 
referral are not eligible.
Dogs with long bone osteosarcoma 
amenable to surgical amputation, 
with no evidence of metastasis at 
diagnosis, are eligible for the osteo­
sarcoma trial.
Call 217/333-3900 for more 
details or to refer a patient.
L o n g tim e  D o n o r C re a te s  N e w  
S c h o la rs h ip
Dr. Florence Wissig Dunbar came 
to know the College of Veterinary 
Medicine in 1963 because of her 
mother’s 10-year-old dog, Cookie.
In a last-ditch effort to save 
Cookie’s life, Dr. Dunbar and her 
mother brought the dog from 
Chicago to the Veterinary Medicine 
Teaching Hospital in Urbana.
“We’d been told that Cookie had 
many tumors and that there was 
nothing anyone could do,” Dr. 
Dunbar recalled. “Dr. Erwin Small 
said, ‘Well, let me try one thing.’ 
When we returned the next day, he 
had removed 11 of Cookie’s teeth, 
solving the real problem. Cookie 
didn’t have lymphoma at all—and 
he lived to be 16.”
Because of her admiration for 
Dr. Small and the teaching hospital, 
Dr. Dunbar has created six charitable 
gift annuities, amounting to more 
than $210,000, to benefit the Col­
lege. Most recent is the Dr. Florence 
Dunbar Award for the Human- 
Animal Bond, a $1,000 annual award 
for outstanding scholarly writing 
by veterinary medicine students on 
subjects related to the human-animal 
bond, including topics associated 
with therapy, grief management, 
companionship, and legal issues.
“I’ve been thinking for some time 
that I’d like to involve the students 
in some original thinking about the 
relationship of animals, people and 
the law,” said Dr. Dunbar. “The 
award seemed a good way to do it.”
Dr. Dunbar has managed to 
combine these areas of interest in 
her impressive professional activities. 
She’s practiced law during the day 
and taught business law at night— at 
Chicago City College—throughout 
her life, worked as an industrial psy­
chologist, earned a reputation as a 
national leader in the field of animal 
welfare, and become well known as a 
lecturer on the law, ethics, and ani­
mal rights. In 1988, the U of I rec­
ognized her as an honorary alumna.
Dr. Dunbar’s gifts eventually will 
fund the Florence Wissig Dunbar 
Fund, which will support fellowships 
in ethics, jurisprudence, and animal 
law for students not only in veteri­
nary medicine but law and agricul­
ture as well. A smaller portion of the 
Dunbar Fund will provide support 
for indigent animals treated at the 
College’s clinic.
Dr. Dunbar has also lectured at 
the College on legal issues and con­
tributes frequently to the Veterinary 
Medicine Achievement Fund. When 
she learned that the Vet Med library 
needed a color printer, she sent a 
check to cover the expense. The 
printer is fondly call “Florence” in 
her honor.
“I want to help not only the 
people, but the animals,” she said. 
“The U of I is doing excellent re­
search and tremendous work in the 
field. So when I support the College 
of Veterinary Medicine, I feel I am 
giving to the animals, too.”
—  Excerpted from  Investing in Illinois.
SCHILLING, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
Last year, when the new oral 
antidiabetic Rezulin (troglitazone) 
was launched, Parke-Davis sales reps 
were extensively trained using mate­
rials that originated on Dr. Schilling’s 
keyboard.
“Rezulin is a revolutionary drug 
for the treatment of type 2 diabetes 
in people. It can help patients get 
their blood glucose levels under con­
trol when other therapies have failed, 
and it’s well tolerated by the vast 
majority of patients,” Dr. Schilling 
said. “I’m proud to have been in­
volved in the Rezulin launch. The 
hours were long and the deadlines 
were fierce, but more than 600,000 
patients were treated with this drug 
in the first nine months it was avail­
able. That’s a pretty big impact.”
Business travel for Corporate 
Science is required less and less.
“Ten years ago I was booking tickets 
to Mexico City, Geneva, and Wash­
ington, D.C. Two years ago I was 
traveling to Michigan and New 
Jersey. Last year, I stayed home and 
had my most successful year yet,”
Dr. Schilling said.
What accounts for this change? 
Clients seem to be more comfortable 
doing business by e-mail, fax, and 
conference calls and are realizing 
that less time on the road often 
means more time to produce.
For Dr. Schilling, who would 
rather be writing than driving down 
the turnpike, the change is welcome. 
“I love working at home,” Dr. 
Schilling said. “It’s a short com-
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■  The University Hills Animal Hospital in Denver, Colorado, was one of 
nine veterinary practices selected by Veterinary Economics magazine as a 
1998 Practice of Excellence. Dr. Nancy Willerton (’91) is a co-owner of the 
practice, along with Drs. Jack Rife and Ted Cohn. The honor, cosponsored 
by the magazine and Pfizer Animal Health, evaluates practices on the basis 
of practice mission, quality of medicine or surgery, client relations, staff 
relations, practice management, and community and personal involvement.
Plum Creek Regional Animal Medical Center, of Crete, Illinois, received a 
merit award from Veterinary Economics. The practice is owned by Dr. Eileen 
“Sam” Morris (’76). Dr. Paula Bratich (’91) is an associate veterinarian.
The practice has a Web site at www.bigredbarn.com.
■  Several Illinois alumni were honored at the Installation Dinner Dance of 
the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association on January 24. Dr. Glenn D. 
Mayer (’77) received the Merit Award, and Dr. Robert J. Keough (’55) was 
given the Lifetime Service Award. Dr. Samuel Ristich (’84) completed his 
term as president and was succeeded by Dr. Dave Reed.
B  At the 1998 Illinois State Veterinary Medical. Association annual meeting 
in Chicago last February, Drs. Wesley Bieritz (’63), Walter Dalitsch (’63), 
Ray Morandi, and Wesley Osthus (’63) became lifetime members of ISVMA. 
Professor emeritus Hank Hannah received a special president’s award.
B Illinois alumni are involved in the 19th Annual Conference & Expo of the 
Association of Avian Veterinarians, which will be held in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
August 24 to 29. Dr. Suzanne Topor (’82) is currently serving as president 
elect of the organization. Dr. Robert Schmidt (’63) will be a copresenter of 
a practical lab in histopathology at the August event. For more information 
about the conference, call 303/756-8380 or visit the Web site at 
www.ConferenceOffice.com/aav/.
fl Dr. James Nadler (’54) was hon­
ored for his years of community ser­
vice by being named grand marshal 
of the Peotone Festival’s Cavalcade 
of Iron Parade. His wife, Elaine, 
rode beside him at the head of a line 
of more than 100 vintage tractors. 
“Doc” Nadler served on the Peotone 
Fire Protection District Board for 
eight years, is currently on the Plan­
ning and Zoning committee, and is 
the official veterinarian of the Will 
County Fair. He spent 40 years in 
veterinary practice in Peotone. His 
son, daughter, and daughter-in-law, 
Dr. Jay Nadler (’82) and Dr. Jill 
Dougherty (’84), and Dr. Yvonne 
(Ambrogio) Nadler (’85), now run 
the practice.
B Dr. Lloyd C. Helper (’55), pro­
fessor emeritus of clinical medicine 
at the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine, was the 
William G. Magrane Memorial Lec­
turer at the biennial meeting of the 
International Society of Veterinary 
Ophthalmology (ISVO) held last 
November in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
This lecture series was begun by the 
ISVO at the meeting in Harrogate, 
England, in 1989 to honor Dr. 
Magrane, an international leader 
in veterinary ophthalmology, first 
president at the inception of ISVO 
in 1977, and visiting professor at the 
College from 1964 until retirement 
in 1981.
MCELVAINE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
Analysis at its inception. Today, Dr. 
McElvaine is widely regarded as an 
|  expert in his field; he consults regu­
larly with experts at other federal 
agencies on public health and inter­
national trade issues. Later this 
spring, he will start a two-year 
assignment with the World Health 
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland, 
to support the establishment of 
international guidelines for food 
microbial risk assessments.
“I’ve found I’m more interested in 
public health than I ever would have 
imagined when I was at Illinois. It’s 
an opportunity for an expanding 
mind,” Dr. McElvaine said. “Illinois 
gave me a good, strong veterinary 
and basic science training. And, 
long after graduation, I received 
some very useful career advice from 
my alma mater.” fl
B Dr. James Sokolowski (’65), 
PhD, MA, received the 1997 Award 
for Excellence in Continuing Educa­
tion from the California Veterinary 
Medical Association. He was 
recognized for his long-standing 
commitment to developing quality 
programs, videos, and articles for 
veterinarians, veterinary staff, and 
pet owners. Dr. Sokolowski is a 
professional service manager with 
Waltham and Kal Kan. He is a
BIELITZKI, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
“NASA focuses on the future,” he 
said. “We’re thinking ahead to the 
problems of life in space over the 
long term, issues like how to renew 
clean water and air supplies and how 
to clean compartments if you house 
animals in a space station for 90 
days.
“I still consider myself a veterinar­
ian, even though I’m an administra­
tor now,” said Dr. Bielitzki. “The 
profession becomes as much a part 
of you as your first name.”
Though nothing in the curriculum 
at Illinois quite prepared him for 
what he does today, Dr. Bielitzki 
credits his vet school experience as 
giving him the basic values that al­
lowed him to succeed in any setting.
“Faculty at Illinois really beat you 
about the head, neck, and shoulders 
about responsibility and being 
professional. They do a good job of 
inculcating students with a value sys­
tem that becomes part of you. Their 
commitment to the profession carries 
over into the students,” he said.
fellow of the American College 
of Veterinary Pharmacology and 
Therapeutics and a member of 
many veterinary organizations.
B COL. Gary Stamp, DVM (’70), 
U.S. Army Veterinary Corps, came 
to Urbana to talk on “The Role of 
the Veterinarian in Disaster Relief” 
at a meeting of the Student Chapter 
of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association in February.
Not surprisingly given his work in 
animal research, values are a crucial 
component of veterinary practice 
for Dr. Bielitzki. He admonishes 
students to be able to explain and 
justify their value system.
“Veterinarians in any aspect of 
practice must ask themselves ethical 
questions: Is what I do right? Do I 
do the best I can? Do I minimize 
pain and suffering? Though it’s be­
come an emotional issue for students 
today, animal research is essential for 
advances in both human and veteri­
nary medicine. New vaccines, for 
example, have to be tested.
“I tell students, ‘You need more 
than just a love of animals to be a 
veterinarian. Go into veterinary 
medicine because you love medicine 
and science and you want to help 
animals.’ Students need to think 
through these ethical issues before 
they graduate and enter practice.” B
B Dr. Rand S. Wachsstock (’84) 
owns and operates the Springfield 
(Virginia) Emergency Veterinary 
Hospital and is a cofounder of 
Radiocat, a veterinary practice 
dedicated exclusively to the care and 
treatment of feline hyperthyroidism. 
This spring Radiocat will open an 
office in Wheeling, Illinois. This 
location will be the fifth Radiocat 
site in as many states, including 
Connecticut, Georgia, Maryland, 
and Pennsylvania. The Radiocat 
Web site is www.radiocat.com.
B CAPT. Randy H. Turek, DVM
(’89), commander of the 79th Medi­
cal Detachment, Veterinary Services, 
in Belgium for the U.S. Army, 
recently passed his board certification 
examination from the American 
College of Veterinary Preventive 
Medicine.
B In December, Dr. Ian Kupkee
(’96) gained U.S. citizenship at a 
U.S. Naturalization Ceremony held 
in Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia. 
“It was very exciting,” the native 
Canadian said to a reporter from a 
local paper. “This is my home now. 
This is where I plan to spend my 
life, probably raise a family some 
day. I felt at home before. Now it’s 
official. You feel confirmed in a way. 
It’s a recognition of your commit­
ment.” His wife, Dr. Laura 
L’Heureux-Kupkee, is also a 1996 
graduate of the College. The couple 
practice in Plantation, Florida.
In
Memoriam
f l Dr. Ronald F. Schafer (’78), 
former executive for Pharmacia 
Upjohn Corporation, died in 
Brussels, Belgium, on January 28. 
Before joining Pharmacia Upjohn, 
Dr. Schafer had served in the Coast 
Guard for five years, practiced veteri­
nary medicine in Paxton, Illinois, 
after earning his veterinary degree, 
and worked for Oxford Veterinary 
Laboratories, Worthington, 
Minnesota.
f l Dr. Virden L. Trotter (’60), of 
Canton, Illinois, died on January 1. 
Dr. Trotter had served in the Air 
Force in World War II and the 
Korean War. He had practiced 
veterinary medicine in Canton since 
1963 and had served as president 
of the Mississippi Valley Veterinary 
Medical Association.
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■  Dr. Gary Althouse, veterinary 
clinical medicine, was interviewed 
for a new medical science series on 
ABC entitled The Pulse. The topic 
was the uses of animal pheromones. 
The segment aired in March.
■  Dr. Peter Bahnson, veterinary 
clinical medicine, is one of about 25 
leaders asked to serve on the Illinois 
Food Safety Task Force, a group 
created by Governor Jim Edgar to 
assure a safe food supply for citizens 
of the state, to remove barriers to 
industry, and to address changes in 
food delivery to the consumer. His 
work group focuses on “on the farm’ 
food safety; the two other work 
groups deal with transportation/ 
processing and retail/home.
■  Dr. Robert Clarkson, veterinary 
clinical medicine and veterinary 
biosciences, was appointed to the 
Biochemistry/Biophysics Study 
Section of the National Institutes 
of Health.
■  Dr. Rex A. Hess, veterinary 
biosciences and director, Center for 
Microscopic Imaging, was an invited 
speaker at the Boden Conference in 
Sydney, Australia, on February 24- 
27, 1998. The conference topic 
was “The epididymis: cellular and 
molecular aspects,” which was sup­
ported by the Australian Academy 
of Science. He spoke on the topic 
“Effects of environmental toxicants 
on the efferent ducts, epididymis 
and fertility.” After the conference he 
visited the University of Newcastle, 
where he will be doing collaborative 
research during his sabbatical leave 
in October.
B irth d a y  of a C h a m p io n !
Troubadour, a 16.2-hand black- 
brown Trakehner, performed at 
the Illinois Horse Fair in Spring- 
field on March 6 and 7, just a 
few days before his 25th birth­
day. Troubador came to the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
in December 1995 as part of 
an estate gift from Mrs. Edith 
Kosterka, of Wayne, Illinois.
Troubadours performance re­
captured his illustrious career in 
dressage competitions, including 
serving as the reserve mount for 
Christine Stuckelberger at the 1988 
Olympics in Seoul, Korea. Stuckel­
berger, an Olympic gold medalist 
from Switzerland, called Troubadour
“the best Trakehner in the world.” The well-traveled horse has crossed the 
ocean seven times to compete and train in Europe.
Many fans and well-wishers stopped by the College exhibit on Stallion Row 
to see Troubadour up close and learn more about the College.
Fourth-year veterinary student Dee Ann 
Kuster, who rode Troubadour in the 
parade of stallions at the Springfield 
Horse Fair, calls working with the 
magnificent horse “a once in a lifetime 
experience.”
O T S  S eeks 
C ast-o ff Tre a s u re s
The student veterinary service frater­
nity Omega Tau Sigma is seeking 
donations of goods for a charity 
yard sale to be held June 6 and 7 at 
801 West Oregon, Urbana. Proceeds 
from the event will support the 
Cornelia Wallis Honchar Lifelink 
Endowment, a fund that helps pet 
owners on public assistance programs 
pay for veterinary services. For more 
information, please call the OTS 
house at 217/367-3790.
KASTELLO, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
“Animals are absolutely essential in 
determining the safety and efficacy 
of new drugs,” Dr. Kastello said. “It’s 
a privilege for the lab to use animals, 
but only when it is necessary, justifi­
able, and humane.” For example, 
animal research was needed to 
develop Heartgard, a Merck & Co. 
product that has helped millions of 
farm and companion animals.
“A veterinary education prepares 
you for many different things,” he 
said. “A veterinarian in practice gath­
ers a large amount of information, 
sorts it out, and comes to a logical 
conclusion, a diagnosis. These skills 
are useful in a variety of other careers.
“I had an excellent education at 
Illinois. It has prepared me for a 
varied and rewarding career.” M
■  Dr. Mark Kuhlenschmidt,
veterinary pathobiology, has been 
named panel manager of the FY98 
Sustaining Animal Health and 
Well-being (A) Program in the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Research Initiative Com­
petitive Grants Program for 1998.
■  Dr. Sandra Manfra Marretta,
veterinary clinical medicine, received 
the 1997 American Veterinary 
Dental College Service Award, also 
known as the Peter Emily Award in 
honor of the dentist who contributed 
enormously to the establishment and 
advancement of veterinary dentistry. 
It recognizes an individual for out­
standing contributions that further 
the field of veterinary dentistry.
Dr. Stephen Lotz, a representative 
of VRx Products, which sponsors the 
award, said of Dr. Manfra, “She . . . 
has made contributions worldwide 
in education, clinical, and research 
areas and in promotion of animal
Dr. Manfra Marretta (center), with 
Drs. Lotz and Emily.
health through her efforts on behalf 
of veterinary dentistry.”
■  Dr. Deoki N. Tripathy was an
invited speaker at the Forty-Seventh 
Western Poultry Disease Conference, 
held in Sacramento, California, from 
March 8 to 10. His topic of presen­
tation was “Use of Molecular Biol­
ogy Techniques in Diagnosis of 
Poultry Diseases.”
Q u rin g  the past two years $125,000 
of technological improvements have 
been made in four large classrooms 
to make the rooms more instructor 
friendly. The Biomedical Communi­
cations Center (BCC) staff designed 
the new classroom systems—from 
the electronic capabilities to the 
fixtures—themselves. New multime­
dia podiums have been installed 
in 100 LAC, 80 SAC, and rooms 
2251 and 2258 in the Basic Sciences 
Building. They provide telephone, 
computer network, video, audio and 
lighting control in one location with 
an easy-to-use control panel.
“I just hook my laptop into the
classroom’s computer-projection 
system and do my entire lecture 
from notes and slides I’ve created on 
my computer,” Dr. Richard Wallace, 
veterinary clinical medicine and 
Extension, said.
New slide projectors, video systems 
and overhead projectors that read 
transparencies as well as pages from 
books have been installed in the 
classrooms along with larger screens. 
For the safety of instructors, the 
floor of the lecture and demonstra­
tion area of 100 LAC has been 
leveled and new stairs have been 
installed to offer easier access to 
the slide projectors. The classrooms’ 
improvements have been funded 
through a combination of college 
and campus funds.
Other colleges on campus have 
visited the classrooms and are copy­
ing parts of the designs.
Second-year students Tobi Rees and 
Shawn McKim can study on the level, 
thanks to renovations that raised the 
sloping desks in the histology 
classroom last January.
Veterinary students are most 
impressed by the changes in the 
histology classroom desks. At the 
time of installation, the desktops 
were aligned to slope down at the 
front at the same angle as the floor. 
Over the 1997-98 winter break, 
crews with hydraulic jacks pushed 
the desks into level alignment and 
welded them into place.
“They’re great,” VM-2 Tobi Rees 
said. “My coffee cup used to slide 
across the desk. It stays put now.” ■
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